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Fairfax (at Washington) 
Route: This shuttle runs from 
the college to Washington 
and Fairfax Transit Station via 
Overland, Jefferson, La Cienega and 
Fairfax.
 

(Note: The transit station stop allows 
students to reach the MTA, DASH & 
Culver City bus lines)

Palms Route: This shuttle runs from the 
college to Overland and Venice via Overland.

(Note: The Overland stop allows students to 
easily reach the Culver City Green Line #3.)

Slauson Route: This shuttle runs from the 
college to Crenshaw and Slauson via Slauson 
including a stop near the Fox Hill Transit Center.

www.wlac.edu/bus

Service: Mon-Thur 

First Pick Up: Approx 7:00am

Last Departure From Campus: 10:30pm

Free Shuttle



Dr. Woldehaimanot developed 
his hands-on teaching style 
while teaching for 10 years 
at the University of Asmara in 
Eritrea, a mineral-rich country in 
northeastern Africa.  He would 
regularly take his students to 
geological exploration sites, sometimes for two weeks at a time, to 
make sure they had fi eld experience before beginning their careers.  
At West, he hopes to do something similar.
 
“With the San Andreas Fault and various geothermal sites within 
50 miles of the campus, it’s exciting for the students to investigate 
what’s going on right in their own backyards,” he said.  “I learned a 
lot from being out in the fi eld, so I want to give my students the best 
I can.”
 
Making his job easier will be the state-of-the-art technology in the 
newly-constructed Math and Science Complex.  Computers loaded 
with simulation software will allow students to predict, for example, 
how long it would take a tsunami to travel to Los Angeles, San 
Francisco or Hawaii. 
 
The new facilities will help Dr. Woldehaimanot continue to expand 
the geology and environmental science programs.  “Once students 
begin to see that geology can help save lives – by allowing us to 
predict volcanic eruptions, earthquakes (and tsunamis) or fi nd a 
clean source of power, for example, they’ll fi nd it as fascinating as I 
do,” he said.
 
 
 

“Critical thinking is important to me.  I want students 
to think like scientists even if they’re not yet scientists. 
That’s why I keep my classes as interactive as possible.” 
~ Earth Sciences Prof. Dr. Beraki Woldehaimanot

Mathematics Department Chair Dr. Mary Jane McMaster credits the faculty’s commitment to 
smaller class sizes, particularly in higher level courses, for student success in the classroom. 
“In smaller classes, I get to know how my students think and feel, so I 
can help each student go through the same thought process that I do,” 
explained Dr. Mohamad Alwash, West math instructor. Alwash has also taught at UCLA. His 
work has appeared in scholarly publications over 20 times in his career. 

Computerized teaching stations in each of 
the 30 “smart classrooms” serve as the nerve 
centers for each classroom.  Professors can use 
the interactive whiteboard, which electronically 
records anything written on the board, so students 
won’t have to furiously scribble down every 
diagram, equation, and formula during the lecture.  

Each classroom also comes 
standard with an overhead 
video projector and document 
camera, enabling a professor 
in a biology lecture to do a 
dissection at the front of the 
room and share it with the entire 
class – even the ones taking the 
class online. 
“This technology enhances what the professors 
are doing, without disrupting their normal style of 
teaching.  It gives them the fl exibility to reach out 
to students in ways that were impossible in the 
past,” said Angela Randall, project manager for 
Turner Construction, the company working with 
BuildLACCD on the construction of the building.
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