DR. VIDYA SWAMINATHAN
PHONE: (310) 287-4214
E-MAIL: swaminv@wlac.edu

MATH 260, PRE-CALCULUS
SECTION # 1501, M-Th 9:35-10:50 Room: MSA-006
OFFICE: MSB-222, 217
OFFICE HRS: M,W: 1-3pm, 4-4:30pm, 7:05-7:25pm

FALL 2015 SYLLABUS
The purpose of Math 260 is to give students a strong preparation for taking calculus. The main topics covered are:
elementary functions: rational, exponential, trigonometric functions; conic sections and rotation of axes; mathematical
induction, the binomial theorem, sequences and series, and De Moivre’s theorem. The prerequisite for this course is Math
241 with a grade of “C” or better or equivalent.
TEXTBOOK: Pre-Calculus, by David Cohen; 6th Edition.
ATTENDANCE: Class attendance is essential to student success in math. Coming late to class is disruptive to your
classmates, and is not acceptable. If you miss more than three classes, I may drop you from the course. Tardiness is
counted as an absence. If you need to be late or miss a class, please let me know, preferably by email and before the class.
HOMEWORK: Homework will be collected throughout the semester. Homework should be completed on a daily basis to
stay current with the material. Late homework will not be accepted. The purpose of homework is to help you learn the
material in the course. Textbook homework will be graded for completeness and correctness. Just giving the answer does
not count as doing the problem. You MUST show your work to receive credit. In general, odd problems will be assigned
so that you can check your answers. I expect you to work through the problems and bring your homework to tutoring
hours with your questions.
QUIZZES & CLASS WORK: Quizzes will be given throughout the semester, and will test your understanding of the
homework problems. You will need to do the homework thoroughly and completely to do well on the quizzes. Class
work, or in-class assignments are designed to further sharpen your skills, and cover some of the harder homework
problems. Quizzes and class work cannot be made up.
EXAMS: There will be four exams. See the schedule for the date and coverage of each exam. All exams are to be taken
on time. If the absence is excused, the value of the final exam will be increased by the value of the missed exam. In order
to be excused from taking the exam on time, the instructor must grant prior approval. If the absence is unexcused, the
exam score will be ZERO. If a second exam is missed, it will be recorded as a ZERO.
FINAL EXAM: There will be a comprehensive final exam. Check your schedule for the time and date of this exam.
CELL PHONES: All cell phones will be turned off during class. Please, no text messaging in class.
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: I encourage students with disabilities, to contact Disabled Students Programs and
Services located in SSB-320 (phone 310-287-4450).
LETTERS OF RECOMENDATION: Letters can be written for students who receive an “A” in the course. Please allow
two weeks for letters to be ready from the time of request.

Policy on academic dishonesty & conduct in class:
Pursuant to West Los Angeles College’s “Standards of Student Conduct”, all forms of cheating and plagiarism
are absolutely forbidden. Since dishonesty in any form harms the individual, other students and the college,
policies on academic integrity are strictly enforced. Students should read WLAC’s publication on student conduct
on cheating & plagiarism outlined in the College Catalog or at
http://www.wlac.edu/academics/pdf/WLAC_Catalog08-10_Policies41-53.pdf

Course SLO
1. Choose an appropriate basic function (e.g. linear, piecewise, exponential, trigonometric, power, etc.) to model
an applied situation and formulate conclusions about the original situation.
2. Recognize and evaluate functions, including inverse, polynomial and rational functions, and demonstrate
knowledge of transformations and compositions of functions
DATES TO REMEMBER:
September 11th

Last day to drop without appearing on record

November 20th

Last day to drop with a “W”
Evaluation/Grading

Homework - 15% of grade
Homework will be collected weekly for a total of ten points. Late homework is not accepted. See the schedule of topics
for more details.
Class work - 15% of grade
These may be quizzes, worksheets, or group projects, and may be given any time during the class period, on any class day
except when a test is scheduled. There will be NO MAKEUPS for this work, but copies of handouts will be available
while supplies last. Each assignment is worth ten points. The two lowest scores will be dropped, at the instructor’s
discretion.
In-Class Tests (four) - 40% of grade
You will be given review topics to study for each exam. There are no make-up exams, however for excused absences,
your final exam score will be used to replace the exam score.
Final Exam - 30% of grade
This is a multiple-choice test that focuses on manipulative skills. Bring a Scantron form and #2 pencils.
Incompletes: Please note that “Incomplete” grades are extremely rare. They may only be considered if a student is
passing the class with a C or better on the final drop date and is unable, due to an emergency, to complete the course as
scheduled. Otherwise, if you decide you cannot finish the course with a satisfactory grade, it is your responsibility to
withdraw officially, on or before November 20, 2015.
Homework

15%

Class work

15%

Tests (4)

40%

Cumulative Final

30%

Grading will be no stricter than:
100%-90% = A, 89%-80% = B, 79%-70% = C, 69%-60% =D, 60% or less = F

Math 260 General Instructor Notes:
1. Attendance is so important that you should consider another section of the same course if you will miss
more than three meetings. Even coming late or leaving early will put your progress in great jeopardy. I
count tardiness as an absence. Four absences may VERY LIKELY result in being dropped from the class.
2. Having a textbook is a MUST. For those of you waiting for an online order, I suggest that you make use of
the reserve copies in the library ASAP to keep up with the homework on a daily basis.
3. Homework will be collected in large batches; therefore time management is essential to complete the
assignment by the due date.
4. Each student should review the material before attempting the homework. Plan to dedicate at least 2
hours outside of class for each in-class hour. You surely need much more when it comes to exams.
5. There are no make-up exams or quizzes.
6. Testing policy: closed book, closed notes, and no calculators.
7. There is no extra credit.
8. Your grade will not be curved. Your grade is calculated by a weighted average. “H” stands for homework
average, “Q” stands for quiz and class work average, “E” stands for exam average, and “F” stands for final
exam score.
Grade = .15(H)+.15(Q)+.4(E)+.3(F)
9. Studying hard GENERALLY results in a good grade, but NEVER expect a good grade if you don’t study
enough.
10. I will work hard to provide you a STRONG background to ENJOY the next math course.

Tips On Making the Most Out of Homework:
1. Understand the Purpose of Homework: Homework assignments are given to help you to learn the material in
the class.
2. Do the Assignment Promptly: You should always do the assignment as soon after the lecture as possible
while the lecture is still fresh in your mind.
3. Review: Go back over the lecture and textbook for each section and review any examples that are worked out
to make sure that you understand the ideas from that section. Often there will be a similar problem in the notes
and/or text that can help you to get started!
4. Read/Follow the Directions: Make sure that you read and follow all the directions for both the homework set
and the individual problems.
5. Check Your Work: Check your answers with the answers in the back of the book. Often times, students have
solved a problem correctly, but their answer differs with that of the book. Then there is more work to do,
manipulate your answer until you can bring it to the final form.

Math 260 Pre-Calculus General Schedule – Subject to change by Instructor
Week

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

1

8/31-9/3

Ch.1

Ch. 1, Ch.2

Ch.2

3.1, 3.2

2

9/7-9/10

HOLIDAY

3.2, 3.3

3.4, 3.5

3.6

3

9/14-9/17

REVIEW

Exam 1

4.1, 4.2, 4.4

4.5

4

9/21-9/24

4.6

4.7

5.1-5.2

5.3-5.4

5

9/28-10/1

5.5

5.6

5.7

6.1,6.2

6

10/5-10/8

REVIEW

Exam 2

6.3-6.5

7.1, 7.2

7

10/12-10/15

7.3-7.4

7.4-7.5

7.5-7.6

7.7

8

10/19-10/22

8.1

8.2, 8.3

8.2-8.3

8.4

9

10/26-10/29

8.5

9.1-9.2

9.2-9.3

9.3-9.4

10

11/2-11/5

9.5

9.6

10.1, 10.6

10.6

11

11/9-11/12

REVIEW

EXAM 3

HOLIDAY

11.1

12

11/16-11/19

11.2

11.3

11.5

11.6

13

11/23-11/26

12.1-12.4

12.5-12.8

12.8

HOLIDAY

14

11/30-12/3

13.1-13.2

13.3-13.4

13.5

13.5

15

12/7-12/10

REVIEW

Exam 4

REVIEW

REVIEW

16

12/14-12/17

FINALS WEEK
FINAL: December 16th, 10:15 am- 12:15 pm

